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This book spans the entire history of Sam Colt's developments in handguns. It follows the first
Paterson revolvers through the legendary 1860 Army and the evolution of cap and ball revolvers
into the cartridge models carried during the Western Expansion of the 1870s.Author and
photographer Dennis Adler takes you on a historical journey through time with striking studio
photography of the world's greatest Colt revolvers, factory archival images and original patent
drawings, and tales of the soldiers, lawmen, and lawbreakers who made Colt revolvers part of
American history.Skyhorse Publishing is proud to publish a broad range of books for hunters
and firearms enthusiasts. We publish books about shotguns, rifles, handguns, target shooting,
gun collecting, self-defense, archery, ammunition, knives, gunsmithing, gun repair, and
wilderness survival. We publish books on deer hunting, big game hunting, small game hunting,
wing shooting, turkey hunting, deer stands, duck blinds, bowhunting, wing shooting, hunting
dogs, and more. While not every title we publish becomes a New York Times bestseller or a
national bestseller, we are committed to publishing books on subjects that are sometimes
overlooked by other publishers and to authors whose work might not otherwise find a home.

Book DescriptionA pictorial essay of Colt revolvers, their makers and users throughout history. --
This text refers to an alternate kindle_edition edition.About the AuthorAward winning author,
photographer, and historian, Dennis Adler, is recognized as one of the world's leading
automotive historians, as well as a noted authority on 19th century firearms. --This text refers to
an alternate kindle_edition edition.
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Pictured are two of the most important guns in Colt history, the 1847 Walker revolvers shipped to
Capt, Samuel Hamilton Walker by Samuel Colt. Walker was killed on October 9,1847 during the
battle of Huamantla in Mexico. His body was brought back and buried in his adopted state of
Texas, in the city of San Antonio. (Joseph A. Murphy collection)Published by arrangement with
Dennis Adler who is represented byInternational Transactions, Inc. of New York, USACopyright
© 2006 Dennis AdlerAll rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in
a retrieval system, or transmitted, in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical,
photocopying, recording or otherwise, without the prior written permission of the publisher.A
special thank you to Colt’s Manufacturing Company LLC and New Colt Holding Corp. for
granting us permission to use the COLT trademark (Serpentine C).Edited by R.L.
WilsonDesigned by Keith BetterleyVincit qui patitur, “He conquers who suffers.”– Samuel ColtTo
all the engineers, craftsmen, and engravers who helped make Colt something to write about,
and to Jeanne for sharing my enthusiasm of fine gunsThe author is pictured with one of the most
rare and unusual of early cartridge guns, a Colt 1860 Army long cylinder
conversion.AcknowledgementsWhen you write a book you need help. When you write a gun
book, you need a lot of help – a cadre of collectors, a good gunsmith, engravers, holster makers,
period clothiers, a prop house, and the list goes on. If it sounds more like making a movie than
writing a book, there are quite a few similarities. If Colt Single Action was a movie, this book
would be the storyboard. It is comprised of still images that paint a visual tale of America’s
preeminent 19th century gunmaker, Samuel Colt. Chapters are like scenes, each graphically
detailing a period in Colt’s early history, with one chapter flowing into the next as the story
evolves. Characters are introduced, wars are fought, heroes and villains emerge; and all of it
centered on Sam Colt and the guns produced in Hartford, Connecticut from the 1840s to the
early 1880s.This book would not have been possible without the contributions made by noted
Colt collectors Dr. Joseph A. Murphy, Dennis LeVett, and Dow Heard, along with custom guns
pictured in several chapters that were recreated for the book from the originals by master
gunsmith Robert L. Millington of ArmSport LLC in Eastlake, Colorado, and master engraver John
J. Adams, Sr. of Adams & Adams in Vershire, Vermont.The backdrops designed for many of the
photographic layouts are composed of original and reproduction period saddles, holsters, and
western accessories. The clothing and hats seen in many of the layouts were supplied by Jim
Boeke of River Junction Trade Company in McGregor, Iowa. Many guns are also depicted with
period holsters, some of which were made by Jim Lockwood of Legends in Leather in Prescott,
Arizona, Greg Doring of Ned Buckshot’s Wild West, in Minneapolis, Minnesota, and Jim Barnard
of Trailrider Products in Littleton, Colorado. All of these gentlemen are dedicated historians in
their own right, who continue to handcraft historic American products in the tradition of the
American West. A special note of thanks to James Hathaway and Orvis in Manchester Vermont
() for supplying clothing from their Theodore Roosevelt Collection featured in Colt Single Action
with a copy of Teddy Roosevelt’s engraved and ivory stocked Single Action Army revolver.There
are many others in the background who contribute to a good book, individual collectors with



perhaps only a handful of important guns, or just one, who made their prized possessions
available. Our thanks to Texas Gun Collectors Association members Bobby Vance, Roger
Muckerheide, and Calvin Patrick for their contributions to the chapters on Colt cartridge
conversions, perhaps one of the most important periods in Colt’s history.A very special tip of the
hat to my agent Peter Riva, without whose faith in this author there would be far fewer books
bearing my name today. Thanks also to my friends Mark McNeely and Chuck Ahearn of
Allegheny Trade Company in Duncansville, Pennsylvania for supplying original accessories and
ammunition featured throughout the book, and the inimitable R. L. Wilson, for his editorial
contributions and use of photographs from his personal collection.No matter how many
collectors you find, or how many guns you photograph, there are always the “unobtainable” –
examples that are neither in collections at the time or are impossible to recreate. For this we
often turn to one of the great auction houses in America, Greg Martin Auctions in San Francisco,
California. Martin has compiled a photographic reference library of rare guns and memorabilia
second to none, and thus the “unobtainable” became obtainable for this book. My thanks to
Greg and his staff for providing Colt Single Action models and accessories that would have been
impossible to acquire for the book. Other rare photos and historical information were supplied
courtesy of authors and historians Herbert G. Houze and Stuart Mowbray, and the Wadsworth
Atheneum Museum of Art in Hartford, Connecticut.Our entire publishing group is also thankful to
Kathy Hoyt and Joseph Dieso of Colt’s Firearms Manufacturing Company for supplying
additional historical data and allowing the use of the Colt, Peacemaker, and Single Action Army
trademarks.Last, but of great importance, is a publisher who believes in the book and is willing
to go the extra distance to ensure a quality product. The best photographs are only as good as
the paper on which they are printed, and Chartwell Books has spared no expense in providing
the highest quality paper and printing in the industry, while at the same time bringing to market a
quality book at a remarkably affordable price.As George Peppard used to say on The A Team, “I
love it when a plan comes together.”Dennis AdlerContentsAcknowledgementsIntroduction —
Colt and the American Frontier: Guns for a Generation of Heroes and VillainsChapter One —
Samuel Colt Invents: The Story BeginsChapter Two — The Paterson Colts: Success and
FailureChapter Three — Samuel H. Walker: Colt’s ResurrectionChapter Four — Colt Single
Action Models of the 1840s and 1850s: Dragoons, Pocket Pistols and the Legendary 1851
NavyChapter Five — Samuel Colt and the War Between the States: The Model 1860 Army, 1861
Navy, and Colt’s Pocket ModelsChapter Six — Coming of Age in America: The Metallic
Cartridge and Colt’s Conversion from Cap and BallChapter Seven — The 1871-72 Open Top:
Colt’s first all-new Single Action RevolverrChapter Eight — The Peacemaker: Reinventing the
Colt Single Action RevolverChapter Nine — The Presentation Colts: The Gun As ArtChapter Ten
— The Wadsworth Atheneum Museum of Art: Home To Samuel Colt’s Private CollectionThe first
practical handguns were wheel-locks. Large, cumbersome guns, often measuring close to 2 feet
in length, they required a winding key to rotate and lock the mechanism, which spun the serrated
wheel to create a spark. This was the first ignition system that did not require a lighted match to



make it ready for use. Using a Wheel-Lock pistol, one could, with practice, shoot an armored
knight off his horse at 50 paces. To put that in modern perspective, it is the equivalent of
throwing a stone at a Sherman tank and destroying it. (Author’s collection)IntroductionColt and
the American FrontierGuns for a Generation of Heroes and VillainsPrior to the Paterson revolver
handguns in America were, for the most part, variations of European flint and percussion lock
models with single or double barrels, the latter being either of the swivel barrel, over-and-under
(superposed), and shotgun (side-by-side) designs, also known as a Howdah Pistol.[1] This is
not to say other types of “multiple shot” handguns weren’t manufactured prior to the Paterson,
particularly in Europe, which was always at least a decade ahead of America in the design of
firearms. Ironically, it was a trio of Americans – Captain Artemas Wheeler, Elisha Haydon Collier,
and Cornelius Coolidge – who patented the very first workable revolving pistol in 1818. Known
as the Collier revolver it was patented in the United States on June 10, 1818, with subsequent
patents filed in England and France. It was produced from 1819 by John Evans & Son of
London, and used in quantity by British forces in India. Originally built as a flintlock, the Collier
was not a rousing success in America as it was both costly to manufacture and the cylinder had
to be rotated manually. The advent of the percussion lock and Collier’s inability to quickly adapt
their pistols to the newer, more practical ignition system spelled the end for America’s first
revolver, though hardly anyone noticed. Collier’s greatest market was Great Britain. The last
Collier pistols, fitted with percussion locks, were produced from 1824 through 1827, almost a
decade before Samuel Colt filed his first patent.When the American Frontier was being settled in
the early 1800s, the revolver was little more than a fanciful idea; an idea that might have
changed the course of one battle on the Texas-Mexico border in 1836 had Sam Colt already
introduced the Paterson revolver by the time the Alamo fell. Texas was to become the strongest
adherent of the Patent Firearms Manufacturing Company of Paterson, New Jersey by 1844.
Colt’s 5-shot, .36 caliber Paterson Holster Model revolvers would become legendary in the
hands of the United States Mounted Rifles led by Capt. Jack Hayes. The Republic of Texas
(Texas did not become a state until 1845) had initially purchased a quantity of Paterson revolvers
in 1842 for the territorial Navy, but many of the revolvers found their way into the hands of Hayes
and his Texas Rangers. In 1844 the most famous battle involving Paterson revolvers was fought
by less than two dozen Rangers led by Hayes, who engaged an estimated 80 Comanche
warriors, killing or wounding half of them before the Indians withdrew. In a letter to Sam Colt,
Walker praised the Patersons and voiced his hopes for Colt to build an even better revolver.The
earliest flintlock designs appeared around 1615 but did not become widely accepted until the
mid 17th century. The flintlock utilized a simpler, more robust firing mechanism actuated by the
cock, which held a piece of flint between its jaws. The flintlock hammer simply fell against a
metal leaf called a frizzen, creating a spark with the flint that ignited the powder in the flash pan
and thus the charge within the barrel. Pictured is a rare c.1800-1840 swivel-barrel flintlock
featuring iron furniture. Master gunsmith Leonard Day reproduced the early multiple-shot pistol
design from an original gun. The swivel barrel design was used on both longrifles and pistols,



allowing a quick follow up shot by rotating the second barrel and lock into battery. (Period knife
and sheath by Steve and Sue Shroyer.)The .46 caliber Collier Patent Flintlock Revolver featured
a 5-shot fluted cylinder. Originally intended to use a spring wound mechanism with which to
automatically rotate the cylinder after each shot, production models required the cylinder be
rotated by hand after each discharge. The one great failing of the Collier was that it began life in
1818 as a flintlock. It was soon made obsolete by the percussion lock, and it took Collier until
1824 to adopt a percussion lock mechanism. The Collier’s design no doubt influenced young
Sam Colt, who encountered the guns during a trip to India in 1830. Over 10,000 pounds sterling
worth of Collier Arms were shipped to India in the 1820s. The Collier is regarded today as the
first revolver. (Photo courtesy Greg Martin Auctions)Later Collier models, such as the examples
shown, were offered with a percussion lock beginning in 1824. The cylinders still had to be
rotated by hand. (Photo from Little John’s Auction Service, Ross Miller Estate auction August
2006 catalog)The Colt Paterson was the first successful revolver with a mechanically rotated
cylinder actuated by cocking the hammer.Although Colt had been unsuccessful in his first
venture as an armsmaker, with his fledgling New Jersey enterprise going into receivership in
1842, five years later his arrangements to build 1,000 Colt “Whitneyville-Walker” .44 caliber
revolvers for Capt. Samuel Walker and the U.S.M.R. put him on a road to prosperity that would
last the rest of his life and make Colt’s Fire Arms Manufacturing Company of Hartford,
Connecticut the most successful and influential armsmaker in the United States.By the early
1850s Colt would have far reaching influence across Europe through his foreign manufacturing
and sales (particularly in London), and relationships with heads of state personally established
by Sam Colt through his gifts of hand engraved, cased presentation guns.By the beginning of
the Gold Rush in 1848-49, there was barely a sodbuster, Argonaut, lawman, soldier, man or
woman who had not heard of or laid hands on a Colt revolver. When the Gold Rush began,
California was a peculiarly lawless place. On the actual discovery date of gold at Sutter’s Mill,
California was still technically part of Mexico and under American military occupation as the
result of the Mexican-American War, a conflict where the Colt Whitneyville-Walker had played a
priminent role. With the signing of the treaty between Mexico and the US on February 2, 1848,
California became a part of the United States, but a unique part – it was neither a formal territory
nor a state. California was in political limbo, a region under US military control but without the
benefit of a civil legislature, executive or judicial body. Local citizens operated under a confusing
and changing mixture of Mexican rules, American principles, and personal dictates. And more
than a few disputes were settled at the end of a Colt barrel. This was the wild west.At the start of
the American Civil War in 1861 Colt’s Patent Fire Arms Manufacturing Company was one of the
largest and most successful business concerns in the country, regardless of one’s political
leanings, or at least until 11 Southern States seceded from the Union. By that time there was an
entire range of Colt revolvers from small-caliber pocket-sized pistols to the mighty .44 caliber
Dragoons (successors to the 1847 Walker), and the highly regarded .36 caliber 1851 Navy
and .44 caliber 1860 Army, the latter two becoming the principal side arms of the US military



throughout the War Between The States.Beginning in 1847 Samuel Colt brought the percussion
pistol into the fullness of its development. Colt’s produced a wide variety of black powder
revolvers between 1847 and 1873, which included the massive .44 caliber 1847 Walker (top left
and going counter clockwise) .44 caliber First, Second and Third Model Dragoons, the .5-shot,
36 caliber 1862 Pocket Police, .31 caliber 1848 Baby Dragoon, and .36 caliber 1865 Pocket
Navy, .44 caliber 1860 Army with rebated cylinder or fluted cylinder, and the .36 caliber 1861
Navy, and 1851 Navy, the latter four becoming the principal sidearms of the Union during the
Civil War.Sam Colt may have perfected and patented the design for the revolving cylinder pistol,
but he wasn’t alone in the American firearms business; he was instead the catalyst for an
emerging industry that flourished throughout the early and middle half of the 19th century.
Among Colt’s most successful contemporaries was E. Remington & Sons in Ilion, New York.
After the Colt’s patent for the revolving cylinder expired, Remington introduced the revolutionary
1858 Army Model chambered for .44 caliber loads, and the lighter .36 caliber Navy version. The
Remington revolvers featured a solid top strap and a fixed (threaded) barrel, providing greater
strength and ease of operation compared to Colt’s wedge-pinned barrel and open top design,
which by 1858 was now almost 20 years old. One could change out a Remington cylinder in
seconds without having to remove the barrel. The top strap added strength to the frame, and
above all, the threaded Remington barrels assured greater accuracy. In the heat of battle, a Colt
barrel wedged too tightly could easily bind the cylinder. Colt nevertheless remained the
dominant American pistol of the Civil War era, and well into the postwar expansion west in the
late 1860s and early 1870s. For more than 35 years the percussion revolver, either
manufactured by Colt’s, Remington, or others, both here and abroad, remained the prevailing
design.Colt’s largest competitor was E. Remington & Sons, which introduced its first revolvers in
1858, immediately after the Colt’s patent expired. Remington took an entirely different approach
to the design of percussion revolvers using a fixed barrel and frame with a top strap. Both ideas
would be incorporated by Colt in their new 1873 Single Action Army. (Author’s collection)The
handgun had come a long way from primitive single shot 16th century wheel-locks, but in many
ways had remained much the same for nearly 300 years, requiring three individual elements in
order to function: powder, ball, and a means of igniting the charge. The advent of the metallic
cartridge prior to the Civil War, which combined all three components into one, hastened the
beginning of a new era in American firearms manufacturing.As the American frontier opened up
in the post Civil War era, the cartridge pistol become a means by which one could afford self
protection through the concealment of a charged and readied sidearm, easily retrieved and in
time of need the great equalizer of both man and beast.With Colt’s introduction of the
Peacemaker in 1873, the Hartford armsmaker created the most successful and longest lived
handgun in history. (Model P Colt from the Dr. Joseph A. Murphy collection)The interim period
between the end of percussion revolvers and those designed for the new metallic cartridge
provided Colt’s clientele with some of the most interesting and elegant revolver designs of the
mid 19th century. Pictured are a variety of factory converted percussion models rebuilt to fire



metallic cartridges. (Dow Heard collection)There were a substantial variety of cartridge firing
revolvers used by both sides during the Civil War, few of which, aside from the new, small caliber
(.22 and .32 rimfire) Smith & Wesson models, that were manufactured in the United States. All of
the larger caliber cartridge guns used by both Union and Confederate forces were imported from
Europe, as was the ammunition. Despite the prolific number of cartridge firing revolvers in use
throughout the Civil War, the loose powder, patch, cap-and-ball percussion revolver remained
the standard military sidearm, and equally so among the majority of civilians on both sides of the
conflict. By 1868, however, the true heirs were about to set foot upon the stage, and they were
Colt, Remington, and Smith & Wesson. The future of American arms manufacturing was about
to turn a corner and by 1873 Colt would once again rise to the occasion and reaffirm its place as
the leader in handgun design for the remainder of the 19th century.[1] A Howdah was a seat or
platform, commonly with a railing and a canopy, placed on the back of an elephant. A Howdah
pistol was generally a large (usually .60 cal. and up) double barrel percussion or cartridge model
intended for close-quarters use against tigers. These same style pistols also proved to be
formidable close combat weapons in the hands of special British military units, and far across
the Atlantic, on the American Frontier of the early 19th century, where single shot pistols were
still the most common sidearm in use.Pictured with the original patent drawing for the Paterson
Ring Lever Revolving Rifle, is one of the rare Ring Lever pistol conversions. Despite its massive
size and weight this Ring Lever pistol conversion is only chambered for .36 caliber. It does have
the advantage of 10 shots, however. (Dennis Levett collection)Chapter OneSamuel Colt
InventsThe Story BeginsSamuel Colt was just 21 years old when he filed his first patent for the
design of a percussion revolver with a mechanically-rotated cylinder. What is interesting, is he
filed this patent in Great Britain, and then in France, before applying for a patent in the United
States. Colt knew that a U.S. patent would preclude the filing for patents in England and France,
whereas no such stipulation prevented him from filing in the U.S. after he had secured his foreign
patent rights.Colt’s British patent was issued on October 22, 1835, the French patent on
November 16, 1836, and his U.S. patent on February 25, 1836, (followed by a letter of
extension) thus providing him with the exclusive rights to build percussion revolvers based upon
the fundamentals of his design through 1857.The specific features of that patent read as
follows:1.The application of the caps at the end of the cylinder.2.The application of a partition
between the caps.3.The application of a shield over the caps as a security against moisture and
the action of the smoke upon the works of the lock.4.The principle of the connecting-rod
between the hammer and the trigger.5.The application of the shackle to connect the cylinder
with the ratchet.6.The principle of locking and turning the cylinder.7.The principal of uniting the
barrel with the cylinder by means of the arbor running through the plate and the projection under
the barrel.8.The principle of the adopter and the application of the lever, neither of which is used
in pistols.Samuel Colt In his youth cut quite a striking figure and this rather imperious portrait
was also indicative of his showman like personality, which not only helped establish his first
enterprise but generate sales. Despite the failure of the Patent Fire Arms Manufacturing



Company, Colt had secured his place in the industry and when he came back in 1847, he was
there for the duration. (Photo courtesy R.L. Wilson archives)The underlying principle of Colt’s
design was to enable the pawl, attached to the hammer of a percussion gun, to move as the gun
was cocked, and through this movement turn the cylinder mechanically. Colt had covered every
possible interpretation of his design, (and would in later years bring suit against other arms
makers, specifically Massachusetts Arms Co., for patent infringement), ensuring that only Colt
would be able to legally manufacture a revolver in the United States.He had no doubt been
influenced by the Collier flintlock revolver, which had proven more popular in England and India
than the United States, despite its American design and patent. Where the Collier failed was in a
practical means of rotating the cylinder each time the hammer was cocked. Thus the production
guns relied on the individual to turn the cylinder after each shot. While this was far more efficient
than having to reload entirely after the gun had been discharged, or swivel a second barrel and
lock into battery, it was less than ideal.At the age of 16 Sam Colt carved a wooden cylinder,
hammer and arbor, the basic elements of his design for the revolver. Although initially the design
was for a Pepperbox with barrels automatically rotated by cocking the gun, Colt decided the idea
would work just as well if a cylinder could be rotated around a single stationary barrel. The rest
as they say is history.Sam Colt was convinced there had to be a way to rotate the cylinder
mechanically. The Collier method had been unsuccessful. Young Sam’s solution was unique. At
the time of his “inspiration” he was only 16 and serving as a seaman aboard the cargo ship
Corvo[1] during its 1830 voyage to Calcutta. On the journey, as the story has been told, Colt sat
and observed the action of the ship’s wheel, or possibly the windlass (a cylinder or barrel turned
by a crank), and imagined this could also be a practical way for making a pistol cylinder rotate
mechanically. He spent his free time carving a wooden cylinder, cylinder arbor, and hammer, the
fundamentals of his design. Originally it was to be a Pepperbox revolver, with one barrel for each
chamber. After cocking the hammer, a ring lever was used to both actuate the rotation of the
cylinder (or in this instance barrels) and upon further movement rearward, discharge the firearm.
The Pepperbox design was cumbersome and there were already models with manually rotated
cylinders on the market. After returning home he had prototypes built, one of which blew up
upon testing. After further study of his design Colt concluded that the same components could
be utilized to turn a multishot cylinder around a stationary barrel, which could be held by a metal
wedge passing through the barrel lug and an opening in the extension of the cylinder arbor. This
became the basis for his second designs, a revolving rifle and pistol.The No.2 Ring Lever
Revolving Rifle featured a barrel lug mounted loading lever. The example shown was offered in
the December 8, 2003 Greg Martin auction and valued at between $30,000 and $40,000. A
similar model is also shown modified into a revolving pistol. The speed with which one could
operate the Ring Lever as a handgun is questionable as the forward ring first had to be pulled
down to cock the hammer. Nevertheless, such a massive handgun with 8-shots would have
been a formidable weapon in the 1830s. (Ring Lever Rifle courtesy Greg Martin Auctions. Ring
Lever Pistol from the Dennis Levett collection)Some of Colt’s earliest patent drawings, c.1835,



were for a ring lever rifle (relating back to his first design for the Pepperbox action) and for a
pistol design, which would evolve into the Paterson revolver by 1836. Both had been prototyped
the previous year, as was a shotgun variation of the revolving rifle. Most of these examples, both
early finger lever and ring lever variants, were handcrafted first by Anson Chase of Hartford (the
original Pepperbox design and first revolving rifle), and then John Pearson, a talented Baltimore
gunmaker who had perfected his skills in England.By 1836, Sam Colt held U.S. and European
patents covering his various designs and was ready to begin manufacturing. This was perhaps
the first time that the reality of becoming an armsmaker had entered into his mind. Colt lacked
the finances required to build a manufacturing plant. Up to this point in time he had relied solely
upon Pearson to build guns one at a time.The hammer was recessed within the recoil shield,
and even when cocked barely extended above the edges. The roll engraved cylinder scene motif
depicts a Centaur, a deer, and a hunter. A slightly different version was used on the No. 2 Model
(shown) although the elements were the same.As noted by R.L. Wilson in The Book of Colt
Firearms, Colt’s innovative designs attracted the attention of several wealthy New York venture
capitalists (one of who was a relative) and with their money behind him, Colt was able to
establish the Patent Arms Manufacturing Company of Paterson, New Jersey, chartered by act of
the Legislature of New Jersey on the 5th of March, 1836. Though Colt was “in business” he was
hardly ready to begin manufacturing guns in 1836. Aside from the time necessary to set up
machinery in the new facility, Colt’s prototype designs needed refining. Although the prototype
Paterson revolver had been a striking design, it was fraught with problems, specifically the
complete enclosure of the cylinder, an idea which proved both impractical and dangerous. Tests
had shown the Paterson was prone to chain fires (multiple chambers firing simultaneously) due
to the enclosed cylinder design which potentially allowed sparks to ignite other chambers. It was
necessary to redesign the frame and cylinder before production. Thus when the guns came to
market their cylinders were free of the original encasements. (Interestingly, in 1872, a decade
after Sam Colt had passed away, C.B. Richards patent for converting the Colt 1860 Army to fire
metallic cartridges shrouded the back of the cylinder in a fashion reminiscent of the original
Paterson prototypes).The first production-built Paterson arms would not leave the New Jersey
factory until late 1836, and then only in small numbers. To the dismay of his investors, the first
products from Sam Colt would not be the anticipated revolving pistols, but rather revolving rifles
based on the ring lever design.Early production through the beginning of 1837 consisted of the
Paterson Revolving Rifle, known as the No. 1, followed by the first Paterson Revolver, also
designated No. 1. By the end of the year, Samuel Colt had four models in production (two rifles,
two pistols) and the Patent Firearms Manufacturing Company closed the books on 1837 with
nearly 1,000 rifles and pistols built. Sam Colt was finally “in business.”The No. 1 Ring Lever
Revolving Rifle was Colt’s first Paterson model and the first design put into production in New
Jersey. Both the No. 1 and No. 2 Models are fascinating designs, albeit complicated ones. The
First Model was available in a wide variety of chamberings to include .34, .36, .38, .40, and .44
calibers, and in 8 or 10 shots. The No. 1 was generally offered with one barrel length, 32-inches,



though shorter lengths were made, and of course, some longarms, usually of a later model,
were restocked as pistols with barrels shortened to 10- inches. Within the First Model series it is
estimated that no more than 200 were manufactured from 1837 through 1838. Replaced by the
No. 2 Model, the Paterson was now available only in .44 caliber (8 shot) and in two standard
barrel lengths, 28-inches and 32-inches. More popular than its predecessor, a total of
approximately 500 were built between 1838 and 1841. The single most important feature of the
No.2 was a loading lever attached to the right side of the barrel lug. No. 1 Models could also be
fitted with a lever but did not come equipped with them. Loading was generally accomplished by
removing the barrel and placing the supplied loading tool in the cylinder arbor notch, and then
loading each chamber. The attached loading lever on the No. 2 facilitated much faster reloading
and practicality for military use, as the barrel did not have to be removed to load.Colt’s 1835
patent for the No.1 Ring Lever Revolving Rifle.Renowned Paterson collector Dennis LeVett
today and at age 11 when he purchased his first Colt Paterson Carbine. Levett is shown holding
one of his rare Ring Lever Revolving Pistol conversions to give a sense of scale to this massive
handgun.During their production run numerous changes were made to the No. 1 and No. 2
designs regarding the cylinders, and particularly the removal of the topstrap from the No. 2
design effecting the “open top” appearance that would become standard Colt fare until 1873.In
1839 the Army of the Republic of Texas placed two orders for the No.2 Paterson Revolving
Rifles, two lots of 50 each in August and October. Examples of the No. 2 are also known to have
been converted into large caliber revolvers, which begs the question, were these converted rifles
the actual predecessors to the Walker? It is unlikely that the Ring Lever models had any serious
impact on the development of the Walker because of their action; however, the Model 1839
Carbine presents a completely different design approach, one which immediately made
obsolete the No.1 and No. 2 Revolving Rifles, and as a conversion to pistol, may have been the
inspiration for the Walker.Weighing over 80 ounces (more than five pounds), the Ring Lever
Pistol Conversion with 10-7/16ths inch barrel was a handful for any man. The operation was
cumbersome and to effectively shoot it required two hands, using the index finger of the off hand
to cock the forward ring, and the trigger finger of the right hand to fire. The gun was, in that
respect, quite ambidextrous. Note that the back of the triggerguard has been contoured to
relieve the middle finger of the strong hand from being impacted upon firing. (Dennis Levett
collection)Colt devised a capper to expedite affixing percussion caps on the cylinder nipples.
This device held an entire tin of percussion caps under spring tension, pushing the next cap into
line as each was placed atop the nipple. (Dennis Levett collection)Pictured are three 1839
carbine pistol conversions. “It’s hard to know the history of some of these early Paterson
conversions,” says noted Paterson collector Dennis Levett. “It is very clear that someone felt that
the Paterson Carbine would make a better pistol. The examples in my collection are fitted with
pistol grips and the barrels have been cut down to anywhere from 9-⅝ths inches to as long as
10-7/16 inches, creating a large caliber revolver and at a time when they did not otherwise exist.”
The two Carbine examples (with and without loading lever) are .525 and .50 caliber, respectively,



with smoothbore barrels. The shotgun pistol conversion is chambered in 20 gauge. (Dennis
Levett collection)A Texas Paterson with 7-½ inch barrel looks more like a pocket pistol in
comparison to these Paterson Carbine pistol conversions!The Paterson Carbine Pistol made for
one very imposing revolver in the early 1840s packing six .525 caliber rounds.Left side barrel
markings on the 1839 Carbine read: Patent Arms Mfg. Co. Paterson, N.J. Colt’s Pt.The 1839
Carbine introduced the external hammer for cocking. The new “open top” models were
chambered in .525 caliber (six shot) with squareback cylinders, attached loading levers, and
either 24-inch, 28-inch, or 32-inch “smoothbore” barrels. This was to become the most popular
of the Paterson Revolving Rifles, remaining in production through 1845 (under John Ehlers)
surviving the Patent Fire Arms Manufacturing Company (which went into receivership in 1841)
and by Samuel Colt as late as 1850 through his new Colt’s Firearms Manufacturing Company.
Total production is estimated to have been 950. Of the approximately 50 Carbines later sold by
Sam Colt (c.1849-1853), all of these examples were purchased by Colt from the State of Rhode
Island (which had ordered them through Ehlers c.1845). Colt had them refinished and most
notably had the cylinders turned down leaving them “in the white” as were all Walker Colt
cylinders. These examples are regarded today as 1839/1848 Paterson Revolving
Carbines.Patent drawings of original Paterson Revolver dated Feb. 25, 1836, and inset image of
early Paterson prototype built for Samuel Colt by gunmaker John Pearson.This deluxe, engraved
Paterson prototype c.1835 was reputedly used as a promotional model in attracting investors for
the Patent Fire Arms Manufacturing Co. Built by John Pearson, the six-shot .33 caliber revolver
was inlaid with German silver. What is notable about this and several earlier designs for the
Paterson is the complete enclosure of the cylinder, an idea which proved impractical and
dangerous, as it was proven to contribute to chain fire (multiple chambers firing simultaneously),
thus when the guns came to production the cylinder was free of any encasements. (photo
courtesy R.L. Wilson archives)The 1839 was essentially a very big Paterson pistol, far simpler
and more rugged in design than the No. 1 and No. 2. Lighter in weight than the Ring Lever
Models, which averaged 8 pounds, 8 ounces, the Carbine tipped the scales at 7 pounds, 11
ounces. Most examples found today have the attached loading lever, although early Carbines
were manufactured without the lever. These specimens came with the Paterson combination
loading tool and barrel kick off tool (shaped like a large question mark). In addition, records
show that approximately 50 Carbines were produced with rifled rather than smoothbore
barrels.The 1839 was an elegant evolution of the Colt Revolving Rifle and could also be ordered
in a 16 gauge shotgun variation. This was the advantage of the smoothbore barrels, as the rifles
could also double as six-shot scatterguns. This predates the six-shot Winchester Lever Action
shotgun by nearly half a century.The 1839 Carbines converted to large caliber pistols in the early
1840s by private gunsmiths can be regarded as true predecessors to the 1847 Walker Colt.
Though these specimens are rare, they do exist. Far more massive than even the Walker, these
rare Carbine conversions were for their time, the most powerful revolvers in the world.Shown top
center is a fine Ehlers No.2 Improved .31 caliber Pocket Model with loading lever. Below that



another No. 2 Model with vine scroll engraving. To the right, a rare flat bottom grip No. 2 Model.
At far right a No. 3 Model with 5-½ inch barrel. Across the bottom, at top a very rare No. 5 Texas
Paterson with 12-inch barrel, center, a First Model New Improved Ehlers with loading lever, and
a No.5 Holster Model with 7-½ inch barrel. (Dennis LeVett collection)Chapter TwoThe Paterson
ColtsSuccess and FailureAround 1517 AD the first wheel-lock pistols were seen in southern
Germany, and the cities of Nuremberg, Augsburg, Munich, and Dresden, along with neighboring
countries, such as the Netherlands and Denmark. Although a design with the complexity of a
clockworks the wheel- lock offered one the ability, for the very first time, to carry a loaded firearm
on their person, primed and ready to discharge. It did, however, have some rather vexing
problems, the greatest of which was reliability. Not so much with the gun, as with the shooter. If,
in the heat of battle, one wound the wheel in the wrong direction, the chain that operated the
wheel often broke or became dislodged, rendering the gun inoperable. And if one lost the
spanner key, there was no way in which to wind the clockwork-like mechanism – once more
rendering the gun useless, except as a rather elaborate truncheon. And in that respect, most
were built with large, rounded hardwood grips capped by a solid brass grotesque mask. Good
for whacking.Despite its shortcomings the wheel-lock pistol design flourished for more than a
century, though mostly among the aristocracy which preferred pistols not be permitted into the
hands of commoners. That changed in the latter half of the 17th century when the first flintlock
pistols began to appear. Sturdier, simpler to build, and far less costly to manufacture, the flintlock
could be regarded as the firearms equivalent of Henry Ford’s Model T, bringing the pistol within
reach of almost anyone regardless of caste. The flintlock utilized a simpler, more robust firing
mechanism actuated by the cock (so named for its shape resembling a rooster’s neck and
head), which held a piece of flint between its jaws. Unlike the wheel- lock, which spun the
serrated wheel to create a spark, the flintlock hammer simply fell against a metal leaf called a
frizzen, creating a spark with the flint that ignited the powder in the flash pan and thus the charge
within the barrel. It was almost foolproof and far easier to operate. All one had to do was load it,
prime the pan, and when ready thumb back the hammer from the safety notch position and pull
the trigger.Samuel Colt’s No. 5 Holster Model and the earliest known engraved Baby Paterson.
(Dr. Joseph A. Murphy Collection)The design proved quite versatile and there were many
variations, including side-by-side double-barreled pistols, and innovative swivel barrel examples,
providing a quick follow up shot by rotating a second barrel and lock into battery. The firing
mechanism could also be scaled down, allowing a diversity of pistol sizes from long barreled,
large caliber examples to small pocket pistols easily concealed in a waistcoat. For nearly two
centuries the flintlock was unsurpassed until the Right Reverend Alexander Forsyth missed his
dinner…quite literally.The earliest known engraved production model Paterson, this exquisite
No. 1 Model from the Dr. Joseph A. Murphy collection (serial no. 98) is profusely engraved in the
early vine scroll pattern and accented with German silver bands on the barrel, lug, and recoil
shield. The grips are rare mother- of-pearl with German silver studs. Fitted with a 1-¾ inch
barrel, the shortest of any known Paterson, this example also has a color casehardened frame



and hammer.First, Second, and Third Model Patersons each exhibit distinctive styling traits. At
top the smallest of the Paterson models, a No.1, center a No. 2 with flat bottom grips, and a No.
3 with flared grips. A Paterson powder and ball flask is separated into its two halves to reveal the
patented loading device which charged all five chambers with powder, and then dropped five
round balls into place ready to be seated with the loading tool (bottom). The top of the loading
tool unscrewed and was fitted with a steel pick to clean out clogged chambers in the cylinder.
(Dr. Joseph A. Murphy collection)An avid hunter and sportsman, inventor, and clergyman,
Forsyth had grown frustrated with flintlocks, which though efficient had a momentary delay from
the ignition of the primer to the actual discharge of the firearm, often giving his prey sufficient
warning to avoid becoming the evening’s repast. Thus, the good Reverend began development
of a more efficient means of igniting the powder charge, and in 1807 patented both the
percussion lock and the fulminating mercury process used to ignite the powder charge. His idea
would take more than a decade to perfect.No. 1 Models varied in barrel lengths, but also in grip
contours. Every gun was hand fitted and no two were exactly alike, thus the interchangeability of
parts for which Colt later became known was not practiced until later in Paterson production.
(Dennis LeVett collection)Historian Keith R. Dill, writing in the August 2000 issue of Man at Arms
noted, “There is hard evidence to support the claim of only one gunmaker [as the inventor of the
percussion cap] Joseph Egg. There are examples that may be dated to 1819, and documentary
evidence indicating that he was probably producing the system a year before that. On the case
labels that he used in the 1820s, the [London gunmaker] rightfully made claim of being ‘the
inventor of the copper cap.’”By the late 1820s the percussion era was ushered into the fullness
of its development. In the end it was all so simple, a copper cap containing the mercury
fulminate (a gray, crystalline solid), was placed over a hollow tube and detonated by the impact
of the hammer, producing a small flame that was sent directly into the powder charge causing
almost instantaneous detonation. Taking the idea one step further was Samuel Colt’s patents for
the revolver in 1835-1836. The pistol had finally come of age.Even with the introduction of the
Colt revolver, many people still preferred a single or double barreled percussion pistol, and
others still clung to their old flintlocks. Samuel Colt had more than a century of established arms
making standing in the path of progress. In 1836, when Colt built his assembly plant in Paterson,
New Jersey, then one of this nation’s fastest-growing manufacturing centers, he was beginning
an uphill battle against tradition and, above all, public and military skepticism, the latter of which
would, in time, force Colt’s first enterprise into receivership.Another rare No. 1 Model, this
example features large vine scroll engraving, German silver bands and a silver plated frame.
Though an early gun, it has the later c.1840 round shoulder cylinders. (Dennis Levett
collection)A very rare early No. 1 Model, this Paterson (No. 138) features the square back
cylinder and square, flat bottom butt. Most models had scallops (or slopes) cut into the base of
the grips. Something worthy of note is that no two No. 1 Models have identical grips! “Not one
pair of grips will fit another No. 1 Model, not one,” says LeVett. “If you study them, some have
fatter handles, some more rounded, and others are very thin; they’re all different.”A typical cased



No. 1 Model. Once again, this gun has been fitted with the later round shoulder cylinders
c.1840.By the end of 1837 Sam had developed three different revolvers: the pocket, belt, and
holster models; and two types of long rifles, the first cocked by a finger lever, the second by a
conventional hammer. Despite the generally favorable performance of Paterson revolvers and
rifles in the hands of early buyers, sales remained below expectations. The U.S. government
purchased small quantities of the Colt ring-lever rifle and Colt 1839 carbine, but those quantities
appear to have totaled no more than 100 of both types.The exact number of arms produced
between 1836 and the date of Colt’s petition for bankruptcy in 1841, as well as those produced
by John Ehlers from late 1841 until the permanent closure of The Patent Arms Manufacturing
Company in 1842, is an educated guess. Estimates have ranged from a low of under 2,000,
which is unlikely as it would indicate a production rate of only about six guns per week, to a high
of 6,000. The actual number of revolving rifles and pistols is now believed to be around 4,700
over a six-year period, taking into consideration the slow startup in 1836, and the equally slow
sell-off of the so- called Ehlers Paterson models from 1841 to 1846.A No. 1 Model that was likely
sold after 1840; this example has the round shoulder cylinders. Although not engraved, the gun
has the German silver band embellishments. It is cased with a charger-type single nozzle
powder flask of the period, but not of Colt manufacture.According to research conducted by
historian and author Herbert G. Houze for his book Samuel Colt – Arms, Art, and Inventions
(2006 Yale University Press and Wadsworth Atheneum Museum of Art), Colt may have
produced 1,992 assorted models by July 1, 1839, but also notes, that of the total only 890 arms
had actually been sold. Additionally, there was dissention within the company regarding Colt’s
“sales techniques” which were founded on the principle of “one hand washes the other” and
wherein Colt made gifts of guns to military and government officials in order to secure their favor
and endorsements. His promotional ploys, often fortified by the free flow of spirits during sales
demonstrations, and afterward at lavish dinner parties, brought Sam Colt the support of top
military officers and Washington politicians, as well as the open contempt of his Board of
Directors, principally its treasurer, Dudley Selden. Not only was he a board member, Selden was
Samuel Colt’s cousin and one of his largest investors, having provided a portion of the money
used to build the Paterson, New Jersey factory. Growing impatient with Sam’s lavish dinner
parties, gifts of guns, and mounting expense account Selden chastised Colt first for his liquor
bill: “I have no belief in undertaking to raise the character of your gun by old Madeira,” and then
for his presentations of guns to government representatives: “I will not become a party to a
negotiations with a public officer to allow him compensation for aid in securing a contract with
the government…”[l] (Obviously, this was long before the advent of Lobbyists!) The
admonishment from Cousin Dudley, however, did little to deter Colt’s marketing techniques. It is
noted in Fine Colts (1999 Republic Publishing Co.) that recipients of Paterson pistols included
Commodore John Nicholson, Col. William S. Harney (who later wrote a letter of endorsement
praising Colt’s Revolving Rifles), D.E. Twiggs (Commissioner of the U.S. Patent Office), the
Governor General of Cuba, Czar Nicholas I of Russia, and (reputedly) the President of the



United States, Andrew Jackson.
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dave benner, “A great historical perspective on Colt’s firearms’ evolution. I was not expecting the
amount of American history included within the framework of revolver building and evolution.
Particularly interesting to me is the general description of the military life of General George
Armstrong Custer and his demise at the Little Bighorn. As an product development Engineer and
multiple revolvers owner, I gained knowledge that I never would have had otherwise.”

V. Ehrk, “Extremely well written and the pictures are fantastic. This is a must have book for
anybody .... A picture history of the evolution of Sam Colt and his firearms. Extremely well written
and the pictures are fantastic. This is a must have book for anybody interested in Sam Colt's
famous firearms. I must admit though, this is a book on a famous American Sam Colt and his
creations, written and photographed by an American, but the book was printed in China, it
seems the book could have been printed by Americans as well? But, don't let that stop you from
buying this book.............”

Nick S. Sharrer, “A good book with great photographs. This book really enlightened me when it
came to the Paterson models. The overall history of Sam Colt was well told, and the
photographs were outstanding. All in all an excellent read. From this book and several of Dennis
Adler's other books I've noticed that he focuses on the highly decorated and engraved models,
and there seemed to be pictures of more engraved models than regular arms that people used
frequently. But they deserve their place too, you can see the worn and used arms through an
internet search, this book tells the story well with great pictures of the lesser used but mainly
looked at guns. I did like it so much I had to read it twice. Well written!”

Trapdoor33, “A pleasanto surprise for a "coffee-table book". This book is chuck-full of
information; the opening chapters, particularly those pages dealing with Patterson rifle
conversions are unique in my experience! Mr. Leavett has some fascinating pieces.The
illustrations are of the highest quality; I was happy to see the coverage given to the engraved
versions of the "second-generation" black-powder revolvers, having owned a few myself.This is
right in there with the best $19.99 you can spend on a gun book.”

Larry D, “GREAT!!. BOOK WAS IN CONDITION AS LISTED. THE BOOK ITSELF IS A GREAT
VISUAL HISTORY OF COL COLT'S SINGLE REVOLVERS. GREAT PIC'S AND WRITTEN
MATERIAL. BOOK IS GREAT FOR THE FIREARMS COLLECTOR AND HISTORIANS ALIKE. 5
STARS.”

Garden Lady, “Great Book. Super pictures and very informative”

CraigC, “Great book!. This is a beautiful, very well written book on the history of Colt single



action revolvers. Dennis Adler does a wonderful job and there are lots of color pictures to drool
over. Always look forward to his newest work.”

Bidodia, “He loved the book. I purchased this book for my brother's birthday. He is an avid gun
enthusiast.  He loved the book.”

Thomas88, “Colt Single Action Book. This is a large Hardback. A coffee table book; if you have
people around interested in Colt Revolvers!Illustrations are best quality with a lot of superbly
engraved Colts pictured. I might have wantedjust a wee bit more text but all in all recommended
for Western or Colt enthusiasts.”

Jakey, “Great. Great”

peter robinson, “Five Stars. Pleased with purchase and service offered for which many thanks.”

Nick Pedley, “Excellent Coffee Table Book. Excellent if you want a good (but big & heavy) book
on single actions Colts. However a little subjective & centres more on ornate collection pieces
than every day revolvers.”

Martin McCauley, “colt single action revbolvers. A must have book for the collector or even the
casual reader with an interest in the revolver, it is a greta reference bok to ha e at hand as well”

The book by Matt Hart has a rating of  5 out of 4.7. 68 people have provided feedback.
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